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Patra, h ia j A R D A N 


Hic aliquis de gente bircofa Centurionum 


Dicat: quod fatis eft fapio mibi; non ego curo 


quod Arcefilas, erummofique Solones. 


Perk 


Saturday, Fuly 18. 1713. 


Gentlemen of Fortune and Quality f® wholly 
# fet upon Pleafures and Diverfions, that they 


| Am very much concerned when I fee young 
negle& all thofe Improvements in Wifdom 


and Knowledge which may make them eafie to 


themfelves and ufeful to the World, The greateft 
Part of our Brizifo Youth lofe their Figure and 
grow out of Fathion by that Time they are five 
aud twenty. As foon ,a6 the natural Gaiety and 


Amiablenefs of the ydung Man wears off, they 


have nothing left to recommend them, but /ie by 
the reft of their Lives among the Lumber and 
Refufe of the Species. it fometimes happens in- 
deed, that for want of applying themfelves in due 
time to the Purfuits of Knowledge, they take up a 


- Book in their declining Years, and grow very hope- 


ful Scholars by that time they are threefcore. I 


muft therefore earnettly prefs my Readers, who are | 
in the flower of their Youth, to labour at thofe 


Accomplifiments which may fet off their Perfons 


when their Bloom is gone, and to Jay timely Pro-- 


vifions for Manhood and old Age. In fhort, I 
would advife the Youth of fifteen to be drefling up 
every Day the Man. of fifty, or to confider how to 
make himfelf venerable at threc{core. | 


Young Men, who are_ naturally ambitious, 
would do well to obferve how the greateft Men 


of Antiquity made it their Ambition to excell al! 
their Cotemporaries in Knowledge. Fulius Caefar 
and Alexazxder, the moft celebrated Inftances of 
Human Greatnefs, took a particular Care to di- 
ftinguith themfelves by their Skill in the Arts an 

Sciences. We have ftill extant feveral Remains of 


the former, which juitifie the Charaéter given of 


him by the learned Men of his own Age. As for 


| (Price Two Pence.) 


the latter it is a known Saying of his, that he was 
more obliged 10 Apa, who had inftruéted him, 
than to P4:lip who had given him Life and Empire. 
There is a Letter of his recorded by Plutarch and 


_ Aulus Gellius, which he wrote ta Arifgorl 
fearing that he had Publithed thefe Ledlares 


that fe! res he had 
given him in private. This Letter was written in 
the following Words at a time when he was inthe 
height of his Per/iaz Conquefts. 


Alexander #o Ariftotle, Greeting. 


. OU have not done well to Publith your 


* Books of Sele& Knowledge; for what is 
* there now in which I can furpafs others, if chofe 


_ ‘things which I have been inftruéted in are 
.* communicated to every Body? For ny own Parc ’ 


© [ declare to you, I would rather excell’ others i 
* Knowledge than in Power. Farewell. a 


We fee by this Letter, that the Love of Con- 


queft was but the fecond Ambition in Alexander's 
Soul. Knowledge is indeed that which, next to 
Virtue, truly and effentially inifes one Man above 


another. It finifhes one half of the Human Soul.~— 


It makes Being pleafant to us, fills the Mind with 
entertaining Views, and adminifters to it a perpe- 
tual Series. of Gratifications. It gives Eafe tu So- 
litude, and Gracefulnefs to Retirement. it fii's 
a publick Station with fuitable Abilities, and adds a 
Luftre to thofe who are in the Pofieffion ofthe:n. - 


Learning, by which I meanall ufeful Know'e?& 
whether Speculative or Praétical, is in all popular 
and mixt Governments the natural Source of 

W’ea'th 
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